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Abstract:

Climate change is one of the most important global challenges in the twenty-first century, given that a
changing climate is likely to have negative and potentially irreversible consequences for the environment
and human beings. Drawing upon Social Representations Theory (SRT) and Identity Process Theory (IPT)
from social psychology, we argue that research should focus upon, and successfully integrate, three levels
of analysis, namely (1) how climate change knowledge is constructed and circulates (social representation);
(2) the role of identity in relation to these representations (identity); and (3) how people might respond to
them (action). It is suggested that identity processes may determine how people process social
representations of climate change, and that they mediate the link between representations and
environmental behavior. Understanding human responses to climate change necessitates an integrative
social sciences perspective, in terms of disciplinary, theoretical, and methodological approaches.
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Resource Description

Communication: X

resource focus on research or methods on how to communicate or frame issues on climate change;
surveys of attitudes, knowledge, beliefs about climate change

A focus of content

Communication Audience: X

audience to whom the resource is directed

Public

Exposure : &

weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health
Unspecified Exposure

Geographic Feature: ™

resource focuses on specific type of geography

None or Unspecified
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Geographic Location: ™

resource focuses on specific location

Global or Unspecified

Health Impact: &

specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure
Mental Health/Stress

Mitigation/Adaptation: &

mitigation or adaptation strategy is a focus of resource
Adaptation

Resource Type: ™

format or standard characteristic of resource

Review

Timescale: @

time period studied

Time Scale Unspecified
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